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Call me overly excitable, but I've got a confession to make: the List Files feature of WP5.1 sends me into
orbit every time | press (F5). Still, as good as it is, there's one thing that I've always wished | could do in
List Files: search for a specific file in a directory and all of its subdirectories.

Of course, you can use the Find option in List Files to search through the current directory for files using
a specific pattern or containing certain text. But the Find option doesn't search through any
subdirectories found under the current directory. If you want to search through those subdirectories,
you have to manually repeat the process in each subdirectory — a major annoyance if you have a lot of
subdirectories to go through.

To avoid this vexation, just use the included macro DIRSRCH.WPM. This cunning macro searches
through a given directory and all of its subdirectories for files with a specific pattern (such as *.wpm) or
containing specific text. The results of the search are placed in the second document screen.

In this article I'll show you how to create and use this macro.
Using the Macro

To use the DIRSRCH.WPM macro, first make sure the second document screen is clear. Then press
Macro (Alt-F10), type “dirsrch” and press (Enter). The first prompt asks for the main directory to search
through. Type the directory you want to search and press (Enter). Any subdirectories under that
directory will be included and searched.

The next prompt asks if you want to search for a file pattern or text in a file. Press (1) File Pattern to
search for a pattern in the name of the file, such as *.wpm. Press (2) Text in File or just press (Enter) if
you want to search through the entire document for a specific word or phrase.

The third prompt asks for the pattern or text to search for. Type the desired file pattern or text
depending on the option you just chose and press (Enter). If you're searching for a file pattern, you can
use the DOS wildcards (*) and (?) to narrow the search as much as you want. (See the section on
wildcards below.)

If you're searching for text and enter more than one word, the macro finds all documents with those
words directly next to each other. For example, if you enter "cats and dogs" as the text, the macro finds
any files containing those three words next to each other and not files with each word in a separate
sentence or on a separate page.

When the search begins, a prompt at the bottom of your screen displays the directory name the macro
is currently searching in and keeps track of how many files have been found containing the desired
pattern or text. If you're searching through a large directory that contains several subdirectories, the
search might take some time. If you press Cancel (F1) while the macro is searching, it switches to the
second document screen and creates a list of files that it has found up to the point where Cancel was
pressed.



After all the directories have been searched, a list of all these files is typed into the second document
screen. The list includes the total number of files found and the complete path and filename of each
file. This list can then be saved or printed for reference if desired.

A Couple of Caveats
Although this macro works great in most cases, you should be aware of a few minor items:

1. The macro has a limit as to how many files it can find: usually between 500 and 800 files. This limit
depends on how much conventional memory your PC has available. If you run out of memory
before the macro has finished searching, you'll probably get a Divide Overflow error message. If you
do, exit WordPerfect completely and reboot your computer to clear your PC's memory before doing
any more work in WordPerfect.

Tip: If you anticipate the macro finding more than about 400 files during the search and you run
under a Shell program, consider exiting your Shell program and running WordPerfect directly from a
DOS prompt.
2. If the macro finds a filename containing a tilde (~), the macro may not work properly.
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Using Wildcards
With the DOS wildcards (*) and (?), you can narrow your search for a specific filename pattern. The

asterisk (*) represents several characters in the filename; the question mark (?) represents a single
character in the filename.

different results when used with the Find feature in List Files (which the DIRSRCH.WPM macro uses) than
they will when used to list a directory in List Files or at a DOS prompt.



